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I NT. BUI LDI NG HALL - NI GHT

A clean white hall, mail boxes hanging fromthe wall, a door
toalift.. The iron doors of it, shining in splendor. The
lift goes up.

V. O
A nonth ago, a colleague of mne
nanmed John broke his neck in a
stupi d accident while he was on his
way to nmeet his newgirlfriend
Tal k about bad |uck, right ?

I NT. THI RD FLOOR HALL - NI GHT

TRAVELLI NG RI GHT TO LEFT

We pass through the hall going fromdoor to door, on every
door Christmas decorations are hanging, going fromthe

sinmpl est ones to the nost extravagant ones, except for DOOR
377 that doesn’t have the slightest Christmas decoration
hangi ng.

V. O
Par al ysed, John al so seens to have
br oke sone of his nerves, naking
himlose his sight and hearing.. He

is still with us, but... H's
uni verse seens limted to his
hospi tal bed. ..

I NT. LIVING ROOM APPARTMENT 377 - N GAT

CAM PANS t hrough the room although it’s Christmas tine,
nothing in this roomcould show it, except for the one very
small Christnmas tree inside a plastic box on a shelf. A Tree
t hat should be shining in all his glory instead of being in a
package.

V. O
Alone with his chi mreAKANE, with no
possibility to escape...

A voi ce suddenly breaks to VO CE CFF

MOTHER (V. Q.)
Don’t forget to clean your cup



V. O
It’s generally after |osing them
t hat we becone aware of how
preci ous sone things really are..

W finally see to who the V.O Belongs !

ASADA is in his early twenties, brown md-long hair. He is
drinking coffee froma cup. He turns to answer to his MOTHER
which is at the door, heading out.

ASADA
VWhere is dad ?

The MOTHER stops at the door, but doesn’t turn back

MOTHER
(col dly)
At Kate’s.

Beat .

The MOTHER suddenly refrains. She sees she shoul dn’t have
said it like that.

MOTHER
Asada, we are close to your fina
exanms, you shouldn’t go to bed at
such late hours |ike you’ ve been
doi ng those days.

The MOTHER | eaves, shutting the door quietly behind her,
| eaving ASADA in the enpty apartnent.

ASADA (V. O.)
Lately, ny father has been hangi ng
alot nore with that wonan than at
his own hone.

ASADA is sitting against the table. Putting the nug on the
tabl e. Suddenly his phone nakes a noise. He grabs it fromhis
pocket .

It’s a text-nmessage saying : “YOU COM NG?” He puts it back
into his pocket.

ASADA (V. O.)
My nmother works in a very
fashi onabl e store.. As she likes to
repeat, her clothes are nore than
just plain decoration, they are
weapons of war. .



He sits on a chair and starts putting his shoes on, but when
going for his left foot, he puts a protection on. He doesn’t
| ook happy about it, making it clear it’s a ritual he doesn't
appreci at e.

ASADA (V. O.)
The ones like the others, they all
seemto pass their tine, resigning
to the risks of life.

He stands up. Looking at the small tree in the box.

ASADA (V. Q)
But me,... | hate to resign.

EXT. GAKANELEI - N GHT

CLOSE SHOT OF ASADA

ASADA
If I was in John’s place, 1'd
really wanted to be killed as
qui ckly as possible...

ASADA is wal king with his friends. The streets are covered in
snow. Everyone is packed with gloves, coats and hats. ASADA
and his friends are wal king by the river, which continues her
flow even in this snow and col d.

FRI END 1

Dude, don’t talk like that...
ASADA

Wiy is that?
FRI END 2

It’s not an easy decision for the
famly, you got to respect that..

FRI END 1
Where are we going by the way?
Shouldn’t we invite JinP

FRI END 2
Yeah, at this hour he m ght be
hone.
ASADA wal ks a little further.

ASADA
Still...



He | ooks at the river.

ot her,

havi ng a good tine.

ASADA (V.

H's friends are chatting with each

Q)

It was Wnter period, it was ny

| ast year at college, | satisfied
nyself by living nmy own way,
Sinatra ‘style. Drowning, slowy

but with certainty

into the hell of

life... After ny foot injury |ast
sunmer, | wasn’'t able to play in
t he chanpi onshi p anynore... Making

me quit basketball.

One of his FRIENDS suddenly points to the other side of the
And turns to the others.

street.

FRI END 2
Hey, isn't that Eli
girlfriend?

FRI END 1

e, John's

Yeah, that’s her, wal ki ng around
instead of being with him

FRI END 2

Some people just don’t have
regrets.. Right, As-..

FRI END 2 | ooks around, ASADA is nowhere to be seen.

FRI END 2
Where did he go?

EXT. SMALL ROAD - NI GHT

A snal |
this street.

road, only the snall
ELIE i s wal king there.

ELIE is early twenties, md-|

l'ights of the shops are lighting

ong blond hair, very pretty.

ASADA (0. S.)

ELI E!

She turns and sees ASADA, standing in front of her after a

short

run,

with a smle on hi

s face.



EXT. KORENVARKT - NI GHT

ELI E and ASADA are now wal ki ng si de by side, the Korenmar kt
nmeanwhi l e i s packed with people, celebrating the Christnas
time. The market place is covered in Christmas |ights,
providing a fairy look to the market, making it all seemlike

a dream

ASADA
at the statue of the canon?
ELIE
(nods)
It’s romantic, don't you think?
(beat)

We decided to neet there that day,
we were planning to go for warm
waffl es at Fieldstreet. Wal k around
the Christmas market, having sone

gl uew ne.
(beat)
Al'l those plans... Since then, |

cone here every day.

ELI E | ooks absorbed while tal king about this, but suddenly
get’s a grip on herself and turns to ASADA with a smle.

She nods.

ELIE
It’s funny, it’s been a while since
we talked like this... You were

i mpossible to talk to since you
went into the basketball team |
even renenber that at one tinme you
even had a fan club, didn't you?

ASADA
Yeah, right. That ugly, fat girl
t hat was haAKANESi ng ne every
si ngl e day. ..

ELIE
| heard she’'s after the captain of
t he soccer team now.
(smles)

ASADA
Real | y?



ASADA
Even that ugly girl left ne... This
really means it’s over with ne..
Thinking | was team captain... |
m ss those cheer-up screans during
a ganme.. | seens all so far away
NOW. .

ELIE
Wiy do you say that? You just need
to start up basketball again and
you will regain your popularity,
right?

ASADA
You know about ny injury..

ELI E | ooks down. They are at the statue of the canon.

ELIE
Weren’t you running to catch up on
me?

Beat. ASADA | ooks at her. She smles.
ELIE
You know Asada, the worst injuries
aren’t the physical ones, but the
ones that go for our heart...

ASADA | ooks down, he know s she is right. Still..

ASADA
Elie,..

ELI E
Yeah?

ASADA

Don't tell me you are going to wait
for John all evening?

ELI E doesn’t react. She seens |ost in her thoughts.

ELI E
I"msure he will cone... whatever
it takes..

ASADA

Hei n?



ELI E ( CONT’ D)
I know that he wants to see ne and
that right now, he is walking in
our direction, telling hinmself that
he has to hurry...

ELIE gives a small smile, but not an happy one.

ELI E (CONT' D)
Because I'mwaiting for him.
(sobs)
I-1"msure...

A drop of SNOWfalls slowy fromthe sky across ELIE s face.

ELI E (CONT’ D)
That this is what he is thinking...
At the nonent. ..

She drops down on her knees. ASADA | ooks at her not know ng
if he should grab her.

ASADA
I’msorry Elie...

ELIE is now crying. The snow is now falling slowy, covering
the streets slowy, covering themand the injuries of their
hearts. ASADA | ooks up to the sky.

ELI E (CONT’' D)
(crying)
... And when he will arrive I'1l]
tell himthat he is late... And..
WIl sl-slap his should-..

It’s to nmuch for her.. ASADA keeps watching the sky, the snow
falling into them..

ASADA (V. O.)
The ones like the others, we all
seemto pass our tine, resigning to
the risks of life.

The snow falls harder.
FADE TO VWHI TE

ASADA (V. O.)
It’s really a shitty life.

FADE | N:



EXT. CHRI STMAS MARKET - NI GHT

The annual Christmas market is taking place, several wooden
houses grew |i ke toads in the market place. A huge crowd is
filling the place, famlies with their children are buying
gl uewi ne, waffles and other tasty food. The Christmas |ights
shi ne over the houses covered in snow. A typical Christmas
day.

GNEN (V. 0)
A winter chill.. A blow becom ng
damp.. Alittle street in the

ni ght. .

CAM PANS t hrough the crowd, passing by the people, the stand
of waffles with G and-Marnier,

A girl is walking by.

GNEN is early twenties, brown short hair, very cute. She is
dressed warmy but still wearing a skirt and boots.

GNEN (V. 0)
If I liked this place it’s because
it gave ne the feeling that this
winter chill would take all ny
feelings or doubts away. .

GVEN wal ks through the market, straight to the cathedral that
lies at the end of the market, clinbing the stairs of the
cathedral to have a better |ook at the market.

GNEN (V. 0)
| often wondered if things would
turn out as we always hoped.. If

t he steps we make were not
worthless.. What is scarier than to
step into the world w thout know ng
if we would succeed...

It |ooks Iike she is waiting for sonmeone.

She | ooks at her wat ch.

CU OF WATCH : 22:00

She sights..

GVEN
Where are you.



GVEN | ooks around on last tine. She starts descending the
stairs. Kids pass running in front of her playing under the
sound of Christmas carols.

GNEN (V. 0)
Finals are a pain,.. Ajail to a
future we don’t know. .

A kid cries. GAEN suddenly snaps out of her thoughts, | ooking
at the direction where the cry cane from

A kid just dropped his warm sugar apple on the icy ground...
Next to himhis nother is trying to confort him

CHI LDREN (V. Q)
(softly)
She dropped... She dropped..

DI SSOLVE TO

FLASHBACK

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

A small version of GAEN is standing in the school yard, with
an ice creamthat she dropped on the floor in front of her.
Two KI DS are making fun of her

Kl DS
GVWEN DROPPED | T! GAEN DROPPED | T!
NOW YOU HAVE TO EAT | T!!

The boys wal k away, |eaving GAEN alone with her ice cream
An hand picks the ice creamfromthe fl oor.

AKANE (O.S.)
Stop crying!
(1 ooking at the ice cream
What? It’s just this?

He points to the ice creamthat is not fifty at all. He
cl eans the ice cream

AKANE
You got nothing on your mind or
what ? Look! It isn't that
difficult!

He hands the ice creamto GAEN



10.

AKANE
Here! DEVOUR | T!

GVEN doesn’t pick up the ice cream She |ooks even nore
scared now.

AKANE
Al right, have mne then!

AKANE hands his ice cream
CUOF HS HAND WTH THE | CE CREAM

BACK TGO

END OF FLASHBACK
CU OF HAND HOLDI NG A CUP OF GLUEW NE

EXT. CHRI STMAS MARKET - NI GHT

Danp conmes out of the cup. It’s gluew ne.

GVEN | ooks anazed at the person in front of her. It’s the
grown-up version of the kid. But this time handing a cup of
gl uewi ne. No reaction cones from GAEN. He has his own cup of
gl uewi ne hanging from his nonth.

AKANE is early twenties, black hair, dressed warmy.

AKANE
(with cup in his nonth)
Drink it up

Beat .

GNEN is still taken a-back fromthe flashback. AKANE cones
cl oser.

AKANE
If..

He takes his cup out of his nonth, holding the two cups now.

AKANE ( CONT’ D)
If you don’'t want it, I’'Il drink it
the. I know |l ' mlate but that’s no
reason to give nme a bl ank here!

GVEEN
Euh. .. Thanks AKANE



11.

GVAEN sm | es, reaching for the cup with both hands.

GVEN
Whaa... It’s hot!
AKANE
O course it’s hot, | just bought

it! Cnon let’s go!

They start wal king further into the nmarket, reaching time to
time for a sip of gluew ne.

GVEN
You know, ... It would be good if we
continued in the same school .

A drop of snow suddenly falls slowy, passing by GAEN s face.
She | ooks up, and so does AKANE, the sky is getting full of
little snow fl akes.

GVEEN
You know. . .

AKANE
VWhat ?

GVEEN

| really want those exans to end

qui ckly, we have so many things to
do. And because we | ost our freedom
until January. ..

AKANE
What are you tal ki ng about, you
little idiot? Don’t you think you
are nore than free already? You are
not a bird in a cage! Do you really
t hi nk that people wi thout freedom
woul d wander in a place like this?

GVEN i s taken a-back. She understands her worries are not
f ounded.

GVEN
No, you' re right. They probably,
woul dn’t be able..

AKANE is taking a sip of his w ne.

GVEN ( CONT’ D)
..to have a cup of gl uew ne.

AKANE sm | es.



12.

AKANE
O eat sonme warm pancakes.

They both smle.

AKANE
Let’s go deeper into the crowd.

GVAEN nods, they start to wal k. They wal k through the crowd,
surrounded by people all around, when suddenly..

GVEN (V. 0)
Way be afraid..

ASADA (V. O.)
Why such a pain.

We can spot a known face wal king in a opposite direction.
It’s ASADA, just passing, next to GWAEN.

FRAVE freezes. W can see them passing in different
directions, each his own life, their own world, their own
SOrrows.

GVNEN and ASADA say this at the sane tine during this frame
freeze.

GNEN & ASADA (V. O.)

VWhat a ..

GVEN (V.0)
..great..

ASADA (V. Q)
..shit..

GVEN & ASADA
Life..

FRAME goes back to nornmal.

ASADA | ooks back at AKANE and GWAEN, but he is not | ooking at
themin particular, just at his past. The things he did those
| ast nonths.

ASADA (V. O.)
The ones like the others, they all
seemto pass their tine, resigning
to the risks of life..
(beat)
But . .



13.

GNEN (V. 0)
The snow has the power to cover old
injuries of the past and to hide
t hem

ASADA wal ks through the market, watching those happy faces.

ASADA (V. O.)
It has the power to bring back | ost
nmenori es. .

GVEN (V. 0)

And maybe one day. .

GVEN is with AKANE havi ng sonme gl uewi ne and | aughi ng. Her
troubl e gone with the snow.

ASADA (V. O.)
Maybe one day. .

GVEN (V. 0O)
The snow wi || eAKANEe our steps..

CUT TGO

EXT. SOVEWHERE - N GHT

ELIE is there, surrounded by darkness and snow, she turns
around, soneone is there, we can’t see his face. A huge smle
appears on Elie’'s face, while tears shed fromher heart. She
runs to the person and junps in his arms.

BACK TGO

EXT. CHRI STMAS MARKET - NI GHT
Asada is still walking.

ASADA (V. O.)
.wi || eAKANEe t oday’ s | andscape.

GVEN (V. 0)
..will eAKANEe our snles..

ASADA | ooks at the sky. It stopped snowi ng. Just the stars
are shini ng.

ASADA (V. Q)
Even t hough. .

ASADA sm | es.



14.

GNEN (V. 0)
Even t hough. .
ASADA (V. O.)
She won’t eAKANEe the objectives |

made. .

GVEN and AKANE are wal ki ng side by side.

GVEN (V. 0)
I’ m planning to hang on to this icy
road. .
ASADA (V. O.)
.. And to continue to wal k
f orwar d.
GVEN
Yes, | will continue to wal k

forward, on and on

I NT. LIVING ROOM APPARTMENT 377 - N GAT

ASADA wal ks into his apartnment. H's nomis sleeping on the
couch. She m ght have been waiting for him

ASADA (V. O.)
| magi ne the best plane in the
world, with the best fuel ever, if
you cut down his wings and repl ace
them by the those of an old bird,
will it still be able to conpete
with the better ones?

ASADA takes off his shoes, grabs his protection and puts it
on the table, smling. He |l ooks at his nom

ASADA (V. Q)
To fly over the worries of mankind?

ASADA cover his MOMwith a long coat. He suddenly stops the
small Christrmas tree in the packet and wal ks to it, grabbing
t he box. He snmiles.

ASADA (V. Q)
Never forget Elie,...

GVEN (V. 0)
..those nenori es AKANE.



15.

EXT. CHRI STMAS MARKET - NI GHT

W are back to AKANE and GAEN, that are in front of a pancake
st and.

ASADA (V. O.)
Those tears, those |aughs..

GVEN (V. 0)
.. hever forget them.

They just bought some of those small pancakes.

ASADA (V. O.)
Fromnow on, let’s just try to have
good nenories..

GVEN (V. 0)
And make our way into life, by
maki ng each day count..

ASADA (V. Q)
By wal ki ng forward..

Beat .

GNEN (V. 0)
Those lights burning as fireflies,
t he roads which we wal ked on that
mar ket, all those thinks are past
but they remain forever

GNEN | ooks at AKANE.

GVEN

Say, will we go to beach?
AKANE

What ?
GVEN (V. 0)

And burn sone of those snall
fireworks?

AKANE sm | es.

AKANE
Hurry up and eat your pancakes.

GVEN gives on |l ast big smle.



16.

CAM slowy travels away from GAEN and AKANE sl owy.
DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM APPARTMENT 377 - NI GHT

On a table, the foot protection is still there, but next to
it is the small Christrmas tree, free fromit’s box with is in
pi eces in the background.

We can see in the alley, ASADA wal king away into his bedroom

GVEN (V.0)
Just wal k forward. .

THE END



